Notice of 30-Day Public Comment Period - Rent Policy Proposal for the Seattle Senior Housing
Program

Seattle Housing Authority (SHA) has developed a new proposal to amend the current rent policy in the
Seattle Senior Housing Program (SSHP). Over the past year, we have held numerous community
meetings to hear resident concerns about the current rent policy. We have also consulted with the SSHP
Rent Advisory Committee and SSHP Joint Policy Advisory Committee to develop the proposal. You can
find details of the proposal in the fact sheet starting on the next page. SHA proposes implementing those
changes effective January 1, 2018, with one exception as noted in the fact sheet.
The 30-day public comment period on the proposed changes is between January 3, 2017 and February 1,
2017.
For more information or to submit public comment (accepted between January 3, 2017 and February 1, 2017)
please contact:
Seattle Housing Authority

Matt Helmer

PO Box 19028

Phone: 206.239.1726

190 Queen Anne Ave N

Email: matt.helmer@seattlehousing.org

Seattle WA, 98109-1028

Online: www.seattlehousing.org

All comments must be received by 5:00 p.m. on February 1, 2017.
Seattle Housing Authority staff and Board will consider all comments before taking action.

December 2016

SEATTLE SENIOR HOUSING PROGRAM
RENT POLICY PROPOSAL FACT SHEET
The mission of Seattle Housing Authority is to enhance the Seattle community
by creating and sustaining decent, safe and affordable living environments that
foster stability and increase self-sufficiency for people with low incomes.

The citizens of Seattle passed a bond issue in
1981 to develop the Seattle Senior Housing
Program (SSHP) for low-income seniors.
Seattle Housing Authority (SHA) was
charged with developing and managing this
housing stock. Today, SHA manages nearly
1,000 rental units in 22 senior buildings. 1
In 2003, the SSHP Rent Advisory
Committee – representatives from the City
of Seattle, SSHP residents, SHA staff and
nonprofit housing providers – created a rent
policy that established four flat rent tiers. In
2011, SHA added Low Income Public
Housing subsidy to the majority of SSHP
units to address the program’s long-term
financial stability.
In 2016, SHA began a review of the rent
policy prompted by concerns among
residents about the fairness of the rent tiers
and by the ongoing financial challenges of
the program. The new proposal has the
following goals:
● Maintain affordability for current
residents

1

Leschi House, another SSHP building with a
different rent policy, is excluded from this proposal.

● Ensure that at least 75 percent of SSHP
residents have incomes below 30 percent of
area median income (AMI)
● Maintain the program’s financial
sustainability
● Uphold SHA’s commitment to the
households grandfathered in under rent
policies prior to 2003

SCHEDULE
The new proposed rent policy was
developed with input from the SSHP Rent
Advisory Committee, the SSHP Joint Policy
Advisory Committee (made up of SSHP
residents), and other residents from the
SSHP community.
SHA will hold a minimum of three
community meetings to discuss the rent
policy proposal in SSHP buildings in
January 2017. SHA’s Board of
Commissioners will accept comment and
suggestions though the end of January.
Comments may be submitted by email and
phone as well. Housing Authority staff and
the Board would then consider all comments
before taking action.

SEATTLE SENIOR HOUSING PROGRAM RENT POLICY PROPOSAL
Today
Households are on one of four rent tiers.
Policies to protect residents from rent
hardship and increases are limited.
Adjustments to residents’ rents occur on
January 1st every year.

Rent Tier

Income Level for Single
Adult Household

1
2
3
4
5 (proposed)

Proposal
Create a fifth rent tier for households between 50-80%
of AMI. Revise the hardship policy to support residents
paying more than 40% of income in rent and to protect
residents from experiencing a rent increase after a small
change in income. Rent adjustments will occur on the
anniversary of move-in or a building-based schedule.
1 Bedroom 2 Bedroom
Rent
Rent

$8,820-$12,660

Area Median Income (AMI)
Level for Single Adult
Household
Less than 20% AMI

$294

$322

$12,661-$19,000
$19,001-$25,320
$25,321-$31,650
$31,650-$48,550

20-30% AMI
30-40% AMI
40-50% AMI
50-80% AMI

$466
$644
$836
$1,055*

$511
$708
$920
$1,161*

* Sample rents pending market analysis.

Key Features of the Proposal
> Households paying more than 40% of income may transfer to Ballard House or Westwood Heights,
other SHA properties, in order to pay 30% of income in rent. Residents who earn new income of less
than $100 per month or $1,200 per year will be protected from moving to a higher rent tier.
>New households with incomes between 50-80% of AMI will be placed on the 5th rent tier. Current
households with incomes between 50-80% AMI will remain on the 4th rent tier.
>SHA will establish goals for SSHP to have 75% of households below 30% of AMI, 15% of households
between 30-40% AMI, and 10% of households between 40-80% of AMI.
>SHA will have flexibility on the timing of the annual rent adjustment to be either on the anniversary of
a household’s move-in or on a building-based schedule, rather than on January 1st of each year.
>The Resident Transfer Without Cause policy, which allows households to move to a different unit after
three years without meeting established criteria, will be terminated.
>All features of the proposal would be implemented January 1, 2018 with the exception of ending the
Resident Transfer Without Cause policy, which will be effective immediately upon Board approval.
For more information or to submit public comment (accepted between January 3 and February 1, 2017) please contact:
Seattle Housing Authority
Matt Helmer
PO Box 19028
Phone: 206.239.1726
190 Queen Anne Ave N
Email: matt.helmer@seattlehousing.org
Seattle WA, 98109-1028
Online: www.seattlehousing.org

